American Independence

Introduction:

The Museum of American History in Washington, DC has asked you to create a presentation describing the events leading up to American Independence.  The presentation will be used to teach 7th grade visitors about how America gained it’s independence from the British in the 18th century.

The presentation will be a Slideshow that will explain the events leading up to and including the Revolutionary War leading to independence.  Your presentation will need to include all the critical events leading up to and including the war.  Good luck in bringing the American Revolution to life for other kids!!

Procedure:

1) Organization: Form groups of two students.  Review this sheet so that the project goals and outcome are clear.  Review the Assessment Rubric to see how the teacher will grade your work.  You can discuss as a class some facts that you already know about the American Revolution and Independence.

2) Research: You will research during library or computer classes and at home. Each student will conduct their own research, but you may share information and resources.  Your presentation will need to include the following sections:

1. Introduction

2. 6 Major Events Leading to Independence (include a description of the event, what the colonists thought about it, what the British thought about it, and what the outcome was).  Each event should be at least 2 slides.

3. Conclusion

Students are required to write down their notes on the KWL Template (What we know, What we want to know, What we learned). Only handwritten notes in this format will be accepted by the teacher for credit.  Printed or copied information will not be accepted.  The teacher will review your notes before we write the presentation.


3) Writing Your Presentation: As a group, you will review the information you have found about the events leading to American Independence.  Using slide templates or storyboards, think about how many slides you want in your presentation and how they will be organized.  You should have between 15 and 20 slides in you group presentation.  Slides should have a Title and text, and can have appropriate images.  Assign different slides to different group members to write.  Meet as a group to review the slides and see if they can be improved with new information.  Once your draft presentation is complete, the teacher will review your work.

4) Creating Your Presentation: In the computer lab, each student will create his or her slides in PowerPoint.  Remember that your audience is 7th grade students, so make the slides exciting and interesting.  Your teacher will grade the final presentation.

5) Oral Presentation:  Each group will present their Powerpoint slideshow to the class so that your classmates can learn about the major events that caused the Revolutionary War and resulted in American Independence.

GOOD LUCK!

