Ancient Gods – A Comparison

PowerPoint Project

Introduction

Myths are traditional stories invented by early people to explain the mysteries of the universe, such as creation, changing seasons, day and night, etc. Often these stories had characters of superhuman qualities, strengths or talents. These characters or gods usually had very human flaws and imperfections as well. This combination often made for interesting challenges and conflicts in their lives.

The Task

Your group will research the gods and creation myths of one of the following ancient cultures: 

· Egypt

· Greece

· Rome

· Mesopotamia/Sumerians

· Aztecs/Mayans

· Native Americans

Questions to keep in mind while researching:

· Where does the character or god come from?

· What are the superhuman qualities, strengths, or talents?

· What are the personality traits, quirks, weaknesses, or flaws?

· What is the god’s area of influence or power?

· What role did that god play in the daily lives of the people in that culture?

· Why was that god important to the people in that culture?

· What was the creation myth or story?

· Compare the ancient culture’s creation myth to our creation story of Adam and Eve.  How are they similar?  How are they different?

The Procedure

1. Form 6 groups of students and assign each group one ancient culture to research.

2. Group members should choose at least 3 different gods and the comparison of creation myths to research and write about.

3. You will take notes in your notebook using your own words to summarize the information you have read.

4. Each of you will write at least 1-2 paragraphs about each of your gods and the creation myths that will be collected and graded.

5. Using Powerpoint, your group will create 1-2 slides on each of your gods and 2-3 slides comparing creation myths in your presentation.  Slides should have a title, text, and a picture to help illustrate the information.

6. Each group will present their Powerpoint project to the class, using your paragraphs as a guide in presenting.

* Remember that your project will be graded as a group – you are each responsible for your other group members staying on task.


