Ancient Rome Project

Introduction:

People of other cultures and times saw the world in a very different way from us. Wouldn't it be exciting if we could visit earlier times and experience life as it is described in the literature we read? What if we could really see the Rome of Julius Caesar and the society in which those historical events occurred? How would that new knowledge contribute to our understanding of the motivations and actions of ancient Romans and our understanding of our own culture?

You are going to take a virtual field trip to the foundation of the Roman Empire (1st Century B. C. - 1st Century A. D.). Upon your return, you will create a PowerPoint presentation to showcase the aspect of Roman life chosen by your group and discover the connections between this ancient culture and our own time. 
First, you and your group members will research an aspect of ancient Roman life. Then, you will create either a PowerPoint project to showcase your knowledge of Roman life. You and your group members will present your findings to the class.

Procedure:

1) Organization: Form groups of three students.  Review this sheet so that the project goals and outcome are clear.  Review the Assessment Rubric to see how your teacher will grade your work.  You can discuss as a class some facts that you already know abut Ancient Rome.

2) Research: You will research during library or computer class and at home.  Each student will conduct their own research, but you may share information and resources.  Students are required to write down their notes on the KWL template (What we know, What we want to know, What we have learned).  Only handwritten notes in this format will be accepted by the teacher for credit.  Printed or copied information will not be accepted.  The teacher will review your notes before you write the presentation.
3) Writing your presentation: As a group, you will review the information you have found about your topic.  You should have between 12 and 20 slides in your group presentation.  Each member will be responsible for a subtopic (detailed below), and must create at least 3 slides in the main body of the presentation.  The group must also create a title slide, one introduction slide, and one conclusion slide.  Slides should have a title and can have text and/or images.  Meet as a group to review the slides and see if they can be improved with new information.  Once your draft presentation is complete, the teacher will review your work.
4) Creating your presentation: In the computer lab, each student will create his or her slides in Power Point.  Remember that your audience is a student like yourself, so make the slides exciting and interesting.  Your final presentation will be graded by your teacher.
5) Oral presentation: Each group will present their exhibit to the class so that your classmates can learn about your topic.  GOOD LUCK!!!

Subtopics:

1. Geography & History
Where was Rome?
What was the climate?
When was Rome founded?
Who founded Rome and how?
How far did the Roman Empire extend by the 1st Century A. D.?
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Language, Numbers, and the Calendar
What Language did the Romans speak?
How is that language different from English?
What do Roman numerals look like and how do you read them?
What does a Roman calendar look like and how do you read one?
3. Social & Economic Structure
How was Roman society structured?
Who were the patricians?
Who were the plebeians?
What crops or goods did Rome sell or trade to other countries?
What did Roman money look like?
4. Politics
Who was the leader or leaders of Rome?
What were the qualities of a good Roman leader?
Who could hold public office in Rome?
How were laws made in Rome?
Where did the Roman government meet to conduct its business?
5. The Roman Forum
Where was the Roman Forum?
What were the important buildings in the Forum?
For what activities was the Forum used?
What did the Forum look like then?
What does the Forum look like now?
6. Daily Life
What was the daily family routine?
What was the Roman attitude toward issues like marriage and adoption?
What was Roman religion like?
What sort of foods were in the Roman diet?
What subjects did Roman students learn in school?
7. Entertainment
What sort of activities did the Romans think were fun?
What happened at the Baths?
What happened at the amphitheater?
What happened at the Circus Maximus?
What were some popular Roman games? 

